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A Riverhead man on Thurs-
day admitted driving drunk and
crashing into a home in Flan-
ders back in December, killing
his passenger, Suffolk prosecu-
tors said.
Santiago Monzon-Archila,

40, pleaded guilty before
Judge Richard I. Horowitz to
second-degree manslaughter,

second-degree vehicular man-
slaughter and driving while in-
toxicated in the death of Edis
Noe Hernandez-Nunez, prose-
cutors said in a news release.
“This tragedy could have

been avoided if the defendant
didn’t drive drunk, period,”
Suffolk County District Attor-
ney Ray Tierney said in a
statement. “Instead, he chose
to endanger Suffolk County
residents through his reckless
conduct and in the process
caused the death of his passen-
ger.”
On Dec. 17, Hernandez-

Nunez, 36, of Riverhead, was
ejected from the vehicle after
Monzon-Archila drove on

Flanders Road, lost control
and crashed through an iron
fence, into a parked truck, and
through a wood fence, accord-
ing to court documents and
statements from Monzon-
Archila.
The car went airborne and

into a house on Flanders
Road, which was occupied by
three adults and one child, but
no one was hurt, Southamp-
ton police said at the time of
the crash.
Hernandez-Nunez was

taken to Peconic Bay Medical
Center, where he was pro-
nounced dead, prosecutors
said.
Monzon-Archila was also

hospitalized, prosecutors said.
Monzon-Archila, who drove

a 2007 Toyota sedan, Southamp-
ton police said at the time, told
police he and Hernandez-
Nunez were drinking “beer
since 7 p.m. the night before,”
prosecutors said. Beer cans
were found at the crash site,
prosecutors said.
At the time of the crash, law

enforcement officials found
that he had a blood alcohol con-
tent .13%, well above the legal
threshold of .08%, prosecutors
said.
Monzon-Archila faces 5 to 15

years in prison when he is sen-
tenced on July 22, prosecutors
said.

A New York City mandate is
ending that requires kids ages
2 to 4 to wear face masks at
school and day care, Mayor
Eric Adams announced Thurs-
day as the health commis-
sioner declared the peak of
the latest COVID-19 wave to
be over.
Starting Monday, masking

will become optional for that
age group — the same policy
Adams put into place in
March for older schoolchild-
ren, who like younger ones
had been required to mask up
when schools reopened in fall
2020.
“I have always said that the

science will guide us out of
the pandemic, and because we
have followed the data, which
shows that cases are steadily
falling, we‘ve beaten back the
latest COVID-19 surge. New
Yorkers stepped up when we
needed them most and have
put us on the path to lower
risk,” Adams said Thursday in
a news release.
In a series of tweets preced-

ing Adams’ announcement,
the health commissioner, Dr.
Ashwin Vasan, posted: “After a
two-month sustained increase
of #COVID19 transmission, we
are finally past the peak of this
wave. Cases have fallen since

May 23, giving us confidence
that we have passed the peak
and we are heading into a
safer environment.”
The tweet said the case rate

had fallen between May 23
and June by 26%, but
“COVID-19 is still with us.”
Adams has been criticized

by some parents for keeping
the mask mandate for the
youngest age group. There
have been public confronta-
tions between Adams and
angry parents.
As recently as last week,

Adams said, “I want to remove
masks and see our babies’
faces as quickly as possible.”
Masking for the New York

City public schools was part
of the reopening plan pub-
lished July 31, 2020, under
then-Mayor Bill de Blasio.
And on Thursday, Adams’

news release urged that masks
keep being worn, despite the
lifting of the mandate.
“We still strongly recom-

mend that New Yorkers of all
ages continue to wear masks
indoors,” the release said,
“and we will continue to make
masks available for any child
or school staff member who
wishes to continue wearing
them.”
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Students create art
for cancer patients

1692 The first execution
resulting from the Salem
witch trials inMassachusetts
took place as Bridget Bishop
was hanged.
1935Alcoholics Anonymous
was founded in Akron, Ohio,
by Dr. Robert Holbrook
Smith andWilliamGriffith
Wilson.
1963 President John F.
Kennedy signed into law the
Equal Pay Act of 1963,
aimed at eliminatingwage
disparities based on gender.
1971 President RichardM.
Nixon lifted a two-decades-
old trade embargo on China.
1977 James Earl Ray, the
convicted assassin of civil
rights leaderMartin Luther
King Jr., escaped from
BrushyMountain State
Prison in Tennessee with six
others; he was recaptured
June 13.
2021Republican lawmakers
votedwithmajority
Democrats in the Oregon
House of Representatives to
expel a Republicanmember,
MikeNearman, who had let
violent, far-right protesters
into the state Capitol in
December 2020.
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Ava-Jean Simon next to her artwork during a
presentation at Baldwin High School on Thursday.
Art students at the school produced “calming
murals” to bring peace and serenity to cancer
patients and their families at Northwell Health’s
Long Island Jewish Valley StreamHospital.
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Riverheadman
drove intohouse,
killedpassenger

NYC to dropmask rule
for kids ages 2-4 on
Monday, Adams says
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